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To

Dra. Terezinha Oliveira 
Editor-in-Chief of Acta Scientiarum. Agronomy

Lavras, 31st May 2012
Dear Dra. Terezinha Oliveira
Please, find enclosed the manuscript entitled Essential oils from Hyptis marrubioides, Aloysia gratissima and Cordia verbenacea inhibit the progress of Asian soybean rust submitted for publication in the periodical Acta Scientiarum. Agronomy. The article was fully revised by a scientific editing agency (www.editione.com) in order to ensure the quality of language and presentation as required by your journal. The paper has been written using British English.
On behalf of all authors, I declare that this paper has not been published previously, including in electronic form, in English or in any other language, and it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere. The work was carried out at the Universidade Federal de Lavras and the institution has approved the submission of the paper for publication. Furthermore, all authors have approved the publication of the article in its present form and declare that they have no conflicts of interest.
The study was supported financially by Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES), Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq) and Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de Minas Gerais (FAPEMIG).The funding authorities had no input in the study design, collection, analysis and interpretation of data, as well as in the writing of the paper.
We feel that our article is appropriate for publication in your journal for the following reasons:
(i) Asian rust is one of the most destructive diseases of soybean and its control depends on the application of synthetic fungicides (of the strobin and triazole types) since no cultivars are resistant to Phakopsora pachyrhizi. The constant use of fungicides with specific modes of action favors the selection of resistant pathogens and, therefore, requires the development of alternative agents. In the present paper, the oils from H. marrubioides, A. gratissima and C. verbenacea are shown to be effective in controlling the progress of the disease by producing detrimental alterations in the morphology of the fungus. 
(ii)  The use of such oils in the field could serve as an alternative method for minimizing the damage caused by P.pachyrhizi in soybean crops, mainly those produced under the regime of organic farming. 
(iii)  There have been few studies concerning the application of essential oils to the P. pachyrhizi – soybean pathosystem. Hence, publication of the present paper may encourage further research in this field and lead to the development of alternative antifungal agents for the control of Asian rust. 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course concerning the suitability of our submission

Yours sincerely,

A. C. da Silva
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