Dear Dr. Eiras,
Title: How does the dietary cottonseed hull affect the carcass characteristics and meat quality of young bulls finished in a high-concentrate system?

Reviewer #1: Feeding cottonseed hull raise some concerns about gossypol toxicity, but diets containing up to 25% cottonseed have been reported to be safe for cattle. However, few studies has utilized high percentages of cottonseed hulls on beef quality effects.
The study has been well planned, but some concerns arise.
The study lacks to compare the results with other studies that have used cottonseed products on feeding cattle diets. Please, look for some bibliography on cottonseed on feeding diets like as follows:
Effects of feeding whole cottonseed and cottonseed products on performance and carcass characteristics of finishing beef cattle1. J. J. Cranston, J. D. Rivera, M. L. Galyean, M. M. Brashears, J. C. Brooks, C. E. Markham, L. J. McBeth and C. R. Krehbiel. Journal of Animal Science 2006 84: 8: 2186-2199. doi:10.2527/jas.2005-669.
Barros, L.V. et al. Replacement of soybean meal by cottonseed meal 38% in multiple supplements for grazing beef heifers. R. Bras. Zootec., Apr 2011, vol.40, no.4, p.852-859. ISSN 1516-3598.
Line 38 Abstract, Three or seven aging days presented smaller values of LM luminosity. What does means? It's not understood.
Statistical Analyses: GLM is appropriate for those variables not subject to the effect across the time. Therefore you should use the GLM repeated measures or MIXED for variables of color, TBA, loss and WBSF (Table 6).
The Figures 1a, 1b and 1c has a scanty values on ordinate scale, that magnify the visual appreciation of differences of color. At 7d calculate Chroma are 17.8 to 18.8 ; hue 34.2 to 33.3 ; and L* 41. Probably, do not exist commercial color differences between diets. Please reconsider the effect of diets on meat color.



