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Jaboticabal, February 14th, 2017.

Dr. Mateus J. R. Paranhos da Costa

Departamento de Zootecnia, FCAV-UNESP

14884-900 Jaboticabal-SP, Brazil

Phone: +55-16-32023430

Mobile: + 55-16-996012393
E-mail: mpcosta@fcav.unesp.br

To the Editorial Board of Acta Scientiarum
Dear Dr. Ivanor Nunes do Prado,
Please find enclosed the manuscript entitled ‘Indicators of land use by cattle: associations among methods and role of environmental factors’ for evaluation in Acta Scientiarum – Animal Sciences, that we consider the most appropriated vehicle to spread the manuscript subject. 

This study was consistent with the Swedish laws on animal welfare. We did not interfere with the animals in the study and just observed the cattle in their usual environment. 
The manuscript is original, has not been published before, and is not being considered for publication elsewhere in its final form neither in printed nor in electronic format and does not present any kind of conflict of interests. In addition, the authors are liable for its content and for having contributed to the conception, design and execution of the work, analysis and data interpretation, and for having participated in writing and reviewing the text, as well as approving the final version to be submitted.

We found very few papers reporting the comparison of direct and indirect behavioral observations as indicators of land use by cattle in the literature. According to our findings the three methods used in this study reflected different aspects of land use by cattle, and also differed in relation to the role of some environmental characteristics that we were able to record on field conditions. The focus of this paper is methodological and thus, we believe that the results presented in this manuscript are up to date and bring information of general interest.
The corresponding author signs this cover letter on behalf of all authors.
Best regards,
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Mateus J. R. Paranhos da Costa
Corresponding author
