Religious expressions in public schools: social representations or ideology?
ABSTRACT
Research conducted between 2010 and 2012 found that there were religious expressions in 60.87% of high school public schools in the Federal District. Religious expressions materialized in the form of prints, statues, graffiti, scribbles and posters. Religious expressions authored by institutional actors: teachers, students, technical and administrative staff and school administrators. The theoretical approach used in the analysis of the phenomenon was the Mannheimian, with the concept of ideology, and Durkheim in dialogue with Moscovici, through the concept of social representations. The method used in the research was the inductive qualitative approach. We adopted three procedures: Shoot the representations; interviewing managers; conduct focus group with students. The article demonstrates that the phenomenon is part of the structural conflict in the Brazilian education sector: religious education versus secularism and theoretically discusses the phenomenon consists of social representations or ideology.
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